THE HISTORY OF HENRY FIELDING

and the justice or his clerk took the occasion to enlighten
the public on the law relative to the crime:

"Yesterday one Jones was brought before Henry Field-
ing, Esq; at his House in Bow Street, for barbarously and
wantonly wounding a young Woman on the Head with a
Cutlass the Night before, without any Provocation; the
young Woman had the good Nature to forgive the Assault,
but the Justice nevertheless committed the Offender to the
Gatehouse, for being found arm'd with so dangerous a
Weapon in the Streets, contrary to Law; and it's hoped
that all Persons who have lately been robb'd or attacked in
the Streets by Men in Sailors Jackets, in which Dress the
said Jones appeared, will give themselves the Trouble of
resorting to the Prison in order to view him. It may
perhaps be of some Advantage to the Publick to inform
them (especially at this Time) that for such Persons to go
about armed with any Weapon whatever, is a very high
Offence, and expressly forbidden by several old Statutes
still in force, on Pain of Imprisonment and Forfeiture of
their Arms."*

A few weeks after this, the jurisdiction of the Bow Street
court was extended, as I have related earlier, over the
entire county of Middlesex, enabling the justice to make
commitments for similar or graver offences to places of
confinement more dreaded than a gatehouse or a bride-
well. To the New Prison in Clerkenwell went, for example,
James Wood (brother of Peter and William Wood living
at the Star in the Strand) for stealing a large quantity of
human hair from Mr. Burket the merchant, "who hath
been sollicited and offered a bond of 100 1., not to appear
against Mm at the next Sessions at the Old Bailey'7; and

*Eielding's cases were very fully reported by his clerk, first in "The
St James's Evening Post," and later in "The Covent-Garden Journal"
and "The Public Advertiser." Some of them may be found in "The
Gentleman's Magazine" and "The London Magazine."
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